SMALL   AND   LARGE   STATES	95
business and "come 600 miles to a national legislature?" No one
but a "demagogue or middling politician" would accept election
"for the sake of a small stipend and the hopes of advancement."
Possibly no republican government could be made to operate
over so large a territory. Although Hamilton knew it would be
unwise to propose any other form for the United States, he did
not hesitate to give it as Ms private opinion that the British gov-
ernment was "the best in the world; and that he doubted much
whether any thing short of it would do for America." It was the
only government in the world "which unites public strength
with individual security/* The House of Lords was, he thought^
tf'a most noble institution/' Its members had "nothing to hope
for by a change/" and had enough property to make them identify
their interests with the national interest. "They form a permanent
barrier against every pernicious innovation, whether attempted
on the part of the Crown or of the Commons/' Mere senators
elected for a time could never be expected to have such firmness.
Nor could, he thought, any good executive ever be established
"on Republican principles." There could not be a good govern-
ment without a good executive, "The English model was the
only good one" in this respect. The hereditary monarch, with his
great wealth, was above corruption from abroad, and was "both
sufficiently independent and sufficiently controuled, to answer
the purpose of the institution at home/*
"What is the inference from all these observations? That we
ought to go as far in order to attain stability and permanency,,
as republican principles will admit/* A single executive chosen
for life and a Senate for life or at least during good behavior
might serve nearly as well as a monarch and nobles. It might be
asked whether the people would accept any such plan. He asked
in return whether they would accept any other, such as the Vir-
ginia plan, which lessened the power of the states but still pre-
served them? Hamilton had a plan which he would offer,, not as
a proposal to the committee., but as an indication of his opinions
and of the amendments which he would probably offer to the
Virginia plan as they deliberated on it.
His plan left almost no powers in the states except over local
affairs. The states would elect the popular branch of the national
legislature, but that branch would be definitely inferior to the
Senate. The Senate, its members elected during good behavior*

